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Leone you became involved in a
children’s charity. Why?

My sister-in-law runs a hospital
for war victims in Sierra Leone. In
the aftermath of the war, there were
a lot of drug addicts so she also
became involved in a charity to help
them, The Global Youth Foundation
Against Drug Abuse (GYFADA).

Initially I went there for a working
holiday and to find out about the
chanty. As we know, there are a lot
of charitable causes to subscribe to
but we never know exactly where
the money goes. [ just wanted to see
the situation for myself before get-
ting involved.

What did you find out about
GYFADA?

GYFADA was founded by Abdul
Razack, an ex-combatant and for-
mer drug addict. After successfully

Why is drug abuse is so preva-
lent among children in Sierra
Leone?

During the war, many children
were induced with drugs. Kids as
young as six had their wveins
scratched and were given drugs
(usually cocaine) intravenously.

The rebel factions encouraged
them to become active in the use of
arms against other civilians. Some of
the children were forced to kill.
Others saw their families killed in
front of them and were given the
option of staying alive if they
promised to kill.

You adopted three of these chil-
dren, didn't you?

Yes, we adopted two boys and a
girl (abore). | went to Sierra Leone
with two kids and came back with
five (smiles).
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mother is from Sierra Leone and my
father is from Nigeria.

What caused the war in Slerma
Leone?

#® CONGRATULATIONS TO the
Fiwi Music camp who have been
nominated for no less then four
awards at this year's Canadian
Reggae Music Awards (CRMA).

Last year, BV predicted that Fiwi
was the label to look out for and now
three of their artists are up for gongs.

The nominations are: Top Male
Singer - Lenn Hammond (Beres's
nephew, right), Top Female Singer -
Sonia Collymore, Top Female
Mewcomer - Divine and Top
International Single - Run For Your

thind them. They don't
k about the whys and
just want to rebuild and
1
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ening. | don't know if [ could be as
forgiving.

Were the people of Sierra Leone
aware of your music?

Life (Jarvis Church ft. Elephant
be
announced in Toronto on March 16.

For more info on Fiwi Music and
their groundbreaking artists log onto:

Man). The winners will

wanw iwimusic.com.

Voices, I'm about to release two new
singles; When and I'll Be Home
Soon. Also, 1 have a new album
coming out later this year.

@ For more info on GYFADA con-
tact Toyin on 07956 937 670 or via
email: talithavoices@ialk2 Loom.
Look out for a GYFADA fundraising
event later this year.

® BY WOULD like to send its
condolences to the family of Vincent
Chin. The founder of VP Records
(the world's biggest independent dis-
tributor of reggae) died of natural
causes at his home in Florida earlier
this month.

ANY COMMENTS OR NEWS? GIVE ME A HOLLA: ORANTES@BASHMENTVIBES.COM




